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experience that trading in other products is better and more profitable. This 
will be promoted by the chain of stations contemplated in the plan of the King 
of the Belgians better than anything else that I can think of; it therefore meets 
my hearty approval. 

Mr. Pinney has spoken in very glowing terms of Liberia. When I visited 
the place I was not favorably impressed by it, although it had been settled 
many years. The streets were laid out, but the grass was growing in the main 
street as high as my body, with only a narrow foot-path through it. The diffi- 
culty of establishing towns on the West Coast is very great ; indeed it is 
difficult for the African to make much progress in those coast settlements. To 
accomplish much he must be associated with white men. 

My own experience confirms what has been said by Mr. Crummel. I found 
the African a great trader ; he loves barter for the sake of it, and he will go 
into distant countries where dangers are to be encountered for commerce, and 
will curb a great deal of his wild nature if he can only be persuaded that it is 
for his interest to remain peaceful. Hence one sees a trading settlement of a 
single merchant standing alone on the lonely coast, where the trader feels safe, 
for the natives have learned that in those places it is for their interest to be 
honest ; and if accidents or murders take place, the fault can be laid generally 
to the trader himself. 

Of course, the success of the proposed undertaking and the usefulness of these 
stations will depend very much on the tact of the men who will have charge of 
them, and also on those who may choose them as their headquarters for their 
scientific researches. Any rash act on their part may jeopardize not only their 
own safety and that of the settlement, but also the welfare of those who may 
follow them, and may be the cause of irreparable mischief. Let us all wish 
success to the plan proposed by the King of the Belgians. 



REPORT OF THE HON. HENRY SHELTON SANFORD, 

U. 8. Delegate from, the American Branch to the Annnal Meeting of the African 
International Association, in Brussels, in June, 1877. 

Brussels, July 30, 1877. 
To the Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, 

President of the American Branch of the International Association for 
the Civilization of Central Africa : 

Sir : Having accepted the appointment of delegate to the International 
Convention at Brussels, I left New York on the 2d of June, and although 
delayed by an accident to the steamer, I arrived here on the 19th, the eve of its 
meeting. 

It was convoked, -as you are aware, by its President, the King of the Belgians, 
to carry into practice the principles laid down by the Brussels Congress of last 
September, funds sufficient (and almost entirely subscribed in Belgium) having 
been raised to warrant an immediate commencement of execution in Africa of 
the great work (if civilization and humanity inaugurated by JTis Majesty. Del- 
egates from Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Holland, Hungary, Italy, 
Spain and Switzerland, were present, besides the undersigned, sole delegate 
from the United States ; my colleague, Mr. Schieffelin. owing to ill health, 
having been, to his regret, unable to appear. T refer to the minutes of the 
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sittings hereto annexed for their names. The Portuguese and Russian dele- 
gates wore not present, having been prevented by circumstances independent of 
their will: as stated in their letters to the Secretary General. England alone, 
of the nations who took part in last year's Congress, appointed no delegates and 
was unrepresented, its Royal Geographical Society having found, I believe, 
some constitutional difficulties in the way of uniting with foreign associations, 
and preferring, for reasons of its own, to act for itself, while, however, express- 
ing sympathy with the objects of the International Association. 

The delegates non-resident in Brussels were lodged at the King's palace, and 
all were treated with princely hospitality ; there also were held the sittings of the 
Convention presided over by His Majesty. 

I refer to the minutes annexed for details of the proceedings which followed, 
on the programme laid out by the Executive Committee and presented by the 
Secretary General, Baron Greindel, confining myself to its action upon the 
most prominent questions before it. These were as to the character of the 
Stations or Posts to be established, their location, and lastly, the direction and 
field of operations for exploration. 

Without any instructions as to the views of the American Committee, and 
without sufficient knowledge myself, I had counted upon the presence of my 
colleague to speak with the authority of experience upon these questions, and 
I did not besides feel authorized, the more especially as America had furnished 
none of the resources in aid, to make myself prominent in the discussions for 
their application. When the question of the character of the Posts or Stations 
can5e up, there was found to be considerable divergence of opinion upon the 
plan presented by the Executive Committee, and it was referred back to it and 
to other members as a sub-committee for a new report. In this I took part, 
and was glad to find that the views as expressed to me in a private letter of the 
learned President of the American Geographical Society of New York, Chief- 
Justice Daly, harmonized very generally with those of the committee, and after 
a full and free discussion the plan reported to the Association was accepted, 
with some slight modifications. (See minutes.) 

It was decided that the Posts should be both hospitable and scientific, and 
should, after a certain time, be made to support themselves, and always to be 
in a position to aid travelers in need of their assistance ; that they should be 
under the charge of a chef or superintendent, assisted by a limited number of 
non-African associates. The scientific mission of the station should consist 
so far as possible in astronomical and meteorological observations, collecting 
specimens of geology, botany and zoology, mapping the surrounding country, 
preparing a vocabulary and grammar of the languages of the natives, making 
ethnological observations, collecting and reporting the accounts of indigenous 
travelers in unknown regions,' and in keeping a journal of all events and obser- 
vations worthy of note. The hospitable mission of the Post to be to receive all 
travelers whom the chef may deem worthy ; to provide them at cost (at the 
station) with necessary instruments, goods and provisions ; to furnish them with 
guides and interpreters ; to give information as to best routes, etc. ; to transmit 
their correspondence, and to endeavor to establish through the; various depots 
regular communication with the coast. 

The abolition of the slave-trade was included as one of the ulterior objects 
to be arrived at by the civilizing influences of these establishments. Placed in 
the front rank in last year's Congress, it was concluded expedient to put it in 
less aggressive or rather less prominent place here ; that this revolution of the 
practice of ages could be best obtained by the enlightening influence of com- 
merce, and contact with those who, by inspiring confidence and friendship, 
would end by securing respect and influence, and thus in turn, with patience, 
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perseverance, time and persuasion, gain over home missionaries, so to say, for 
this great cause. 

It was decided that the first Post should be located on or beyond the Lake 
Tanganyika (and this to be the base for operations), with the view of establish- 
ing others successively at more advanced points, but power was given the 
Executive Committee to modify these indications, in the event of unforeseen 
difficulties; and also that the expedition make Zanzibar its point of departure 
for its destination. These questions gave rise to considerable discussion (see 
minutes). The Dutch delegates preferred the western coast, where their people 
had already large commercial establishments, indicating especially the explora- 
tion of the Congo, etc., and they had already offered, in the name of the 
African Commercial Association of Holland, facilities of transport by their ships 
and storage of baggage, etc., at their numerous stations there. The Spanish 
delegates preferred going by Zambesa to Lake Nyassa. The Italians inclined 
to the locality where they already have a station, under charge of the Marquis 
Antinoxi, at Choa, but only asked for the moral support and protection of the 
International Association, which was unanimously given. The Austrian delegates 
proposed the plan of Herr Marno, to follow up the Nile to the limit of Sehwein- 
furth's explorations in the Mombouto's country, and there establish a station. 

I submitted the plan of Mr. Southworth, not as emanating from our Geo- 
graphical Society, as incorrectly reported in the minutes, but as from a former 
secretary of that Society, and for such observations as it might call forth. 
These plans, whether by reason of the insalubrity of the western coast for the 
Dutch, by interfering with those of the English-African Exploration Committee 
as for Lake Nyassa, or the distance to arrive at the objective point of the expe- 
dition which militated against the others, were not found acceptable to the Con- 
vention, which finally decided unanimously on the location and route as before 
mentioned. The Convention decided upon the route by Zanzibar, on the 
recommendation of the Executive Committee, for the following reasons : 

1st. The advantage of depot, and the friendly aid of a large French com- 
mercial establishment (Roux, Freissinet & Co.), the centre' of whose extended 
operations on that coast is at Zanzibar, with whose assistance, and under the 
protection of the Sultan, who has manifested specially friendly feelings for the 
Association, its base of supplies can be safely established, and without cost. 

2d. The superior facilities for reaching the locality determined upon for the 
establishment of the first Post, and point of departure for the explorations of 
the Association. 

Three missionary stations (two Protestant and one Catholic) are established 
on the mainland opposite, and their friendly assistance and co-operation is 
assured. On the route to Lake Tanganyika, "about two-thirds the distance at 
Unyanesi, is the establishment of a Swiss named Bloyon, who is married to a 
daughter of the King of that country, who goes yearly to Zanzibar, and who 
also offers his services in aid of the work of the Association. At Ujiji, on the 
lake, the English have establishments ; thus three stations already form a line 
of communication towards that to be established by the Association, and along 
a route already known. 

These questions being determined, the Executive Committee was authorized 
to select the chiefs of the expedition, as well as the associates both of explorers 
and at the Posts ; to establish new Posts before the next meeting of the 
Association if found expedient ; and to aid national explorations, especially 
those recommended by a vote of the Convention, when increase of resources 
will permit. 

Deferring to the earnest and unanimous desire of the Convention, the King 
consented to serve another year as President, assuring it of his zeal and co-ope- 
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ration in the trust conferred upon him, but expressing the opinion that, in 
the interest of the Association, the presidency should not remain too long in 
the same hands. 

The Executive Committee, as you are aware, consists, besides the President 
and Secretary General, of three members, representing the Germanic, Latin, 
and English-speaking races — Dr. Nachtigal, of Berlin ; M. Quatrefages (of the 
Institute), of Paris ; and Sir Bartle Frere, of London. The latter having been 
appointed Governor of the Cape Colonies, sent in his resignation, and the 
appointment of his successor was on the order of the day. Your delegate 
received the unanimous vote of the Convention, and, while regretting that some 
more competent and experienced American was not here to bear the honor 
intended for our country, did not feel that he should decline it. His Majesty 
ratified the vote of the Convention by some complimentary remarks, referring 
to former official relations for many years as Minister here. 

The flag adopted by the Convention for the Association, after the King had 
positively declined the use of the Belgian flag or emblems, is a gold star upon a 
blue ground. 

The proceedings of the Convention closed on the 21st ultimo, with the thanks 
of His Majesty to the members for their co-operation, and by it of the expres- 
sion of its gratitude to His Majesty for the hospitality so lavishly extended to it. 

I would add here that the point for the establishment of the first Post, which 
is to be the headquarters of the expedition and the point of departure for explo- 
ration, will be at or beyond Nyangave. the extreme point reached by travelers 
thus far, beyond Lake Tanganyika ; and the direction of exploration thence 
will be westerly towards the Atlantic, which opens up a vast region of unknown 
country, and if the Congo is traced from the sources to its mouth, a result will 
be attained of an importance the magnitude of which it is unnecessary to dwell 
upon to you. 

The direction of the expedition has been confided to Captain Crespel, a very 
competent, accomplished, and trustworthy officer on the General's staff of the 
Belgian army ; his two associates at the Post are also selected, and, like him, 
are Belgians, and one an army officer, it having been thought advisable that 
each Post should consist in its non- African element of men of the same nation- 
ality, and as limited in number as possible, consistent with the work to be done. 
Herr Marno, of Vienna, a well-known traveler, who has made three voyages of 
exploration in Africa, has been appointed explorer. All go without remunera- 
tion save the payment of their outfit and expenses. They expect to sail in one 
of the steamships of the Union Mail Steamship Company, from Southampton, 
on the 18th of October, for Zanzibar, around the Cape via Natal, that company 
having generously offered free transportation to the expedition, its outfit, etc., 
besides other valuable assistance through its officials and local agents. The 
Donald Currie line, it is just to say, was equally liberal in its offers to Natal, 
but its ships go no farther. 

It will thus be seen that the expedition will be at a minimum of expense, and 
another economy is hoped to be reached by profiting by the experience of the 
English missionary establishment at Ujiji, which, instead of carriers, has 
employed oxen and carts procured from Natal, the results of which will be 
known and can be availed of by the time the expedition arrives at that Post. 
As to the means of the association to provide for this first expedition, in further- 
ance of the great international work inaugurated by the King of the Belgians, 
they have been exclusively raised in Belgium, with the exception of 5,000 
francs ($1,000) contributed by Austria. I refer to the minutes for the report 
submitted to the Convention of the receipts which the Belgian Committee turned 
over to the Association. 
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The amount of general subscriptions, in round numbers, is $60,000 

Of annual subscriptions paid, or to be paid 20,500 

First installment by the Austrian Committee 1,000 

Total in hand $81,500 



By the statutes of the Belgian Committee, the money it raises is to be 
invested for the benefit of the Association. The sum, therefore, that was deemed 
applicable, looking to the interest on the present fund and the annuities likely 
to be received, was fixed for this year at $14,500, and, on this basis of subscrip- 
tion, at $15,000 for 1878, and $15,500 for 1879, without taking into account 
what will be furnished by other committees. 

With regard to the system adopted by the different national committees to 
raise funds for the International Association, I give such as I have been able to 
procure. 

Belgium. 

One of the objects of the Belgian Committee, as stated in its statutes, is to 
organize a national subscription, and to centralize all resources placed at its dis- 
posal to carry out the purposes of the International Association. All funds — 
reserving only what is necessary for the expenses of the committee — are to be 
turned over to its treasurer, who will invest the same, and hold the interest at 
the disposal of the Executive Committee. Local committees remit their collec- 
tions monthly to the National Committee, whose members contribute to the 
work by annual subscription, or in some other way having relation to the common 
object. The exploration of Central Africa has been popularized in the country 
by disseminating pamphlets in French and Flemish calculated to interest the 
masses, and also by the publication of a careful resume by M. Banning, of the 
work of African discovery. 

Switzerland. 

The Swiss National Committee proposes to organize a national subscription , 
and turn over the total result to the International Association. 

Holland. 
The funds raised by the Dutch National Committee are administered by its 
treasurer and secretary, and what are not necessary for the expenses of the 
committee will be sent yearly to the International Association. 

France. 
It was intended by the French National Committee to organize a lottery in 
favor of the International Association, but it has been lately decided to await 
first the result of the subscriptions now opened. Subscriptions are solicited for 
any amount from one franc upward. The annual fee for membership of the 
committee is $3 ; those paying $100 are exempt from fees, and are enrolled as 
founders. One-half of the money raised remains in the hands of the French 
Committee to enable it to aid National African exploration ; the other half goes 
to the International Association. In the event of dissolution, all the funds of 
the National Committee will revert to the Geographical Society of Paris for an 
African exploration fund. Subscription lists are opened at various points in 
France and her colonies, and the cause is actively promoted by the president of 
the Committee, Monsieur de Lesseps. 

Spain. 
The Spanish National Committee is composed of members who pay $10 
annual fees, or $100 for life membership. One-half the sum raised, as a gen- 
eral rule, is to be remitted to the International Association. 
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Germany. 
Life membership in the National Committee is $75 (300 marks), annual dues 
of others 5 marks ($1.25) minimum. The committee is to apply annually, as 
a general rule, to the International Association one-half its funds raised the 
preceding year, after paying its expenses and excepting those subscriptions desig- 
nated for especial objects. 

Austria. 

Those who pay $25 are enrolled as founders of the National Committee, and 
are dispensed from the payment of annual fees ; other members pay yearly at 
least 50 cents, as before said. The Austrian Committee has already contrib- 
uted $1,000 to the International Association. 

I have not, as yet, at hand the details as to the Hungarian, Italian and 
Portuguese National Committees. 

The other National Committees, it is thus seen, are proposing to raise funds 
in aid of the work of the International Association, and 1 hope our own will 
not be backward, the more especially as, in so far as active co-operation is con- 
cerned,- we are likely, I think, to stand alone of the English-speaking races — 
England having decided to act by herself, in order to sustain her supremacy in 
that field, and in furtherance of the interests of her commerce and her colonial 
dependencies. Such, at least, are the views put forth at the meeting convoked 
in London, under the presidency of the Lord Mayor, on the 19th instant, to 
promote African exploration. Although, to be sure, the leaders express sympa- 
thy with, and hopes for, the success of the International Association, and hold 
out the possibility ultimately of giving it aid, as before said, the hearty co-opera- 
tion on her part, which will be given by other nations, can hardly be counted on. 
With no aims of conquest or aggrandizement, with no special interests to pro- 
mote other than those of civilization and humanity, I hope that the whole united 
effort on our side the Atlantic will be to further the International plan of action, 
with the certainty that its results will redound to the common good of all. 

There are, however, special reasons why we of the United States should pro- 
mote actively and earnestly this great work of the International Association ; 
nearly 5,000,000 of our people are of African race — descendants of slaves. 
Contact with the white races and, lately, emancipation, education and equality 
of political rights, have made them by far the superiors of the parent race, and 
will tend to excite a spirit of enterprise, ambitions and desires hitherto dormant, 
and for which Central Africa opens a wide and peculiarly appropriate field. 
Physically they are better adapted than the whites to resist its climate, and to 
undergo fatigue. But I will not enlarge on this topic ; it is one well worthy 
the attention of our philanthropists and our citizens generally. The idea of 
this people, by the aid of the descendants of those who held them as slaves, 
returning to civilize and regenerate the parent country — to extirpate the slave- 
trade, and introduce into that fertile region the cultures which they were sold 
from their homes to toil at across the ocean — is certainly attractive, and one 
worthy of earnest promotion in the United States ; and I venture to hope that 
our committee will take early steps to excite interest in the, work and object of 
the International Association throughout our country. It can count upon my 
earnest and best efforts to render all the assistance in my power to promote so 
philanthropic an undertaking. 

I have the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFORD. 



